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UMaine Researcher Receives National Award
to Study Policy and Student Achievement
ORONO, Maine -- A University of Maine researcher and recipient of a highly competitive national
grant will be taking a close look at how state educational policies influence student achievement.
Jaekyung Lee, assistant professor of educational policy and research, has been selected as a 19992000 National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellow, which carries a $45,000 award
to support research in critical areas of educational scholarship.
Lee, a College of Education and Human Development faculty member, is one of 33 Spencer
Postdoctoral Fellows selected in this year's rigorous competition. A specialist in educational policy
analysis, comparative education, and measurement and evaluation, Lee will focus his research on
the timely issues of policy, outcomes and equity. His study will examine the extent of the shift in
state policy nationwide toward performance-based school accountability and the implications of
this changing policy focus for improving or hindering learning opportunities and outcomes for all
students.
"Dr. Lee's research is highly relevant for policymakers and educators in Maine and nationally as we
work to implement measurable standards and ensure equity without losing sight of important
developmental issues," says Robert Cobb, Dean of UMaine's College of Education and Human
Development. "This research will provide the first systematic view of the factors driving
educational policy change and its effects at the state level."
The prestigious Spencer Fellowship award distinguishes Lee as an extraordinary scholar and further
advances the University's research and development mission, says Cobb. "It's also an example of
the initiative and innovation that highlight the state's national reputation as a model for progressive
educational reform and leadership."
Lee's research interests include assessing the impact of education policies on classroom teaching
and learning, and identifying elements of school reform that impact academic excellence and
equity. A three-part study he completed last year provided the first systematic analysis of the
relationship between Maine and national student assessments and examined the factors influencing
school differences and student performance.
Lee earned his Ph.D. in education policy and evaluation from the University of Chicago in 1997
and has published and presented his research internationally. He has also received research awards
from the U.S. Department of Education, the American Educational Research Association and the
American Educational Finance Association, as well as a Fellowship from the Korea Foundation for
Advanced Studies.
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